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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Applicant's election with traverse of claims 1 -1 7 in the reply filed on 
20 July 2006 is acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that the 
method steps correspond to the structural limitations in the apparatus 
claims. This is not found persuasive because distinctness, as set out in the 
MPEP merely requires that the apparatus can be made by a different 
process. This is set out in the written restriction and is applicant has not 
separately argued this point. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in 
this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1 -2, 4-5 and 9-1 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as 
being anticipated by Schmitt (US 4476015). Schmitt '015 discloses a 
mounting bracket 12 having a plurality of manifolds at recess 30(where the 
filters attach) within the mounting bracket- see the fig. 1-6 embodiment. 
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There is a fluid intake at 14 which feeds water to the first set of filters S1 
with treated water being sent to the second set of filters S2 and then the 
water is fed to outlet 18. Each filter has a removable end cap 32 which 
allows the pressure containers 20 to remain attached to the bracket 12 and 
the filter cartridge 40 to be removed and replaced. The filter cartridge 46 
attaches directly to the bracket 12 via manifold connections as shown at 
recess 30. The inner wall of container 20 acts as a sleeve. As the 
containers are part of bracket 12, the filter cartridges 40 are "fully enclosed" 
by the bracket as recited in claim 14. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the 
basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 3 is.rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Schmitt '015 as applied to claim 2 above, and further in view of 
Magnusson (US 57531 07)-cited by applicant. As shown in figure 1, the filter 
per se is shown to taper to facilitate its introduction into housing 38. To so 
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modify the filters in Schmitt '015 would have been obvious to tone of 
ordinary skill in the art. 

6. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Schmitt '015 as applied to claim 5 above, and further in view of Kuh 
(US 4681677). The use of special locks to prevent access to the inside of 
water filter housing end caps is disclosed by Kuh '667 [col. 4, lines 48-54]. 
To so modify the caps of Schmitt '015 would have been obvious in view of 
Kuh's teaching. 

7. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Schmitt '015 as applied to claiml above, and further in view of 
Magnusson '107. Magnusson '107 discloses the use of a bayonet type 
coupling (including the ramp) to attach his filter cartridge to his manifold. 
Such a coupling is well known and could replace the type coupling 
employed by Schmitt '015 with the bayonet coupling as taught by 
Magnuson '107. 

8. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Schmitt '015 as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of either 
on of Jackovic (US 6270670) or Ferguson (US 5891333). Either of Jackovic 
(US 6270670) or Ferguson (US 5891333) discloses the use of caps to seal 
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their water filter units which employ twist fins. It would have been obvious 
to substitute the caps of either of Jackovic (US 6270670) or Ferguson (US 
5891333) for the functionally equivalent caps of Schmitt '015. 

9. Claims 16-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Schmitt '015 as applied to claim 1 above, and further in 
view of Yoon (US 5601710). The use of "closure members" (aka valves) 
that actuate upon insertion and removal of the filter cartridge to prevent the 
leaking of the liquid during such exchanges is well known and shown for 
example by Yoon (fig. 7-9) embodiment - see manifold valves 21 1a-21 1c. 
The inclusion of such valves for their intended function of spill reduction on 
the Schmitt '015 device would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art. 

10. Claims 1-2, 4-5 and 9-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Yoon (US 5223132) in view of Yoon (US 
5601710). Yoon '132 discloses the basic countertop water purifier having a 
three-stage series filtration of the water by a ceramic filter 7, RO 7A and 
then an AC filter 7B mounted in a bracket and supported in an upright 
position. Yoon '710 discloses an improved filter intended to replace the 
previous counter top water filter units which typically have problems 
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associated with changing the filter when the service life of the filter has 
expired [col. 2, lines 22-32]. Yoon's (710) improved filter includes an outer 
housing 1 10 as part of a manifold structure in which a cartridge filter 120 is 
inserted. Yoon's (710) filter is intended to replace an RO filter, a ceramic 
filter, activated carbon filter (AC) etc col. 9, lines 10-15. As such it would 
have been obvious to employ the improved Yoon "710 filter arrangement 
for 2 or all 3 of the filters disclosed in Yoon '132 to gain the benefit of an 
easy change and replacement of the filter. 

1 1 . Claims 1-2, 4-5 and 9-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Bailey (US 6001249) in view of Yoon (US 
5601710). Bailey '249 discloses a counter top serially arranged two stage 
water filter system with a bracket 42,44 and manifolds 46, 48 for receiving 
the filter cartridge pair 38, 40. Yoon 710 discloses an improved filter 
intended to replace the previous counter top water filter units which 
typically have problems associated with changing the filter when the 
service life of the filter has expired [col. 2, lines 22-32]. Yoon's (710) 
improved filter includes an outer housing 1 10 as part of a manifold structure 
in which a cartridge filter 120 is inserted. Yoon's (710) filter is intended to 
replace an RO filter, a ceramic filter, activated carbon filter (AC) etc col. 9, 
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lines 10-15. As such it would have been obvious to employ the improved 
Yoon "710 filter arrangement for the filters disclosed in Bailey '249 to gain 
the benefit of an easy change and replacement of the filter. 

12. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over either one of the Yoon '132 with Yoon 710 OR Bailey '249 with Yoon 
710 as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Magnusson (US 
57531 07)-cited by applicant. As shown in figure 1, the filter per se is shown 
to taper to facilitate its introduction into housing 38. To so modify the filters 
in Yoon 710 would have been obvious to tone of ordinary skill in the art. 

13. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over either one of Yoon '132 with Yoon 710 OR Bailey '249 with Yoon 
710 as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Kuh (US 4681677). 
The use of special locks to prevent access to the inside of water filter 
housing end caps is disclosed by Kuh '667 [col. 4, lines 48-54]. To so 
modify the caps of Yoon 710 would have been obvious in view of Kuh's 
teaching. 

14. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over either one of Yoon '132 with Yoon 710 OR Bailey '249 with Yoon 
710 as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of either on of 
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Jackovic (US 6270670) or Ferguson (US 5891333). Either of Jackovic (US 
6270670) or Ferguson (US 5891 333) discloses the use of caps to seal their 
water filter units which employ twist fins. It would have been obvious to 
substitute the caps of either of Jackovic (US 6270670) or Ferguson (US 
5891333) for the functionally equivalent caps of Yoon 710. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Thomas M. Lithgow whose 
telephone number is 571-272-1 162. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Mon. -FrL 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Duane Smith can be reached on 571-272-1 166. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
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